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Which obſtrudted the 


REFORMATION, 
And hath hitherto prevented its Progreſs: 


And a few ſhort QBSERVATIONS, which 
rove that the Prophecies relative to the Corrup- 
tion of the Chriſtian Church, and the Man of 
Sin or Antichriſt, are fulfilled in the Romiſh 
Religion and the Popes of Rome. 


WITH 


An A D D N E 3 


To the Gentlemen born in this Free Nation, and 
who profeſs that Religion. 
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P R E F A CE. 
Beware of Wolves in Sheeps chathing. 


HE Roman Catholics who reſide 
among us, not content to enjoy the 
chriſtian privilege of ſerving God their own 
way in a private manner, but taking advan- 
tage of the.indulgence the Government hath 
ſhewn to their brethren in North America, 
by granting a Romiſh biſhop to reſide and 
exerciſe eccleſiaſtical authority amongſt them, 
clamour for a public toleration of their reli- 
gion in theſe kingdoms, And whether their 
numbers be ſo increaſed, as to make them ap- 
prehend that this is the time they can force 
ſuch a conceſſion, or whether the diviſions 
amongſt our great men inſpire them with the 
conſummate boldneſs to intimate ſuch their 
demands, even in the common news papers, 
at a time when the principles of that religion 
are become more odious, is beſt known to 
themſelves. But theſe cunning and crafty 
men know how to turn every favourable in- 
9 cident 
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cident to their advantage, and obſerving a a 
general indifference in the ruling clergy, and 
every other order of men as to religion ; and 
that the love of money and pleaſure occu- 
pies every breaſt, and leaves no room for re- 
ligious conſiderations : And that their reli- 
gion is well adapted to pleaſe the lazy, vi- 
cious and wicked, and particularly the 1gno- 
rant multitude who are caught by outward 
ſhew, ſo if they could ſucceed to have a li- 
cence of publickly exhibiting their devout 
mummeries and raree ſhews, now the age 1s 
ſo fond of all theatrical repreſentations and 
pageantry, it would go nigh to extirpate the 
reformed religion, at leaſt among the lower 
claſs of 1 1 who being become good Ro- 
man Catholics, might aſſiſt in another maſ- 
ſacre of the Proteſtants —It is true their 
writers, Lord Taaf, Mr. Philips, and the au- 
thor under the lying character of a Friend 
to Truth, appear in their writings as inno- 
cent harmleſs lambs, who would not hurt a 
hair on the head of a Proteſtant; and eſpe- 
cially the letters in ſeveral papers of the 
London Chronicle infinuate, that Roman 
_ Catholics may be faithful ſubjects in a Pro- 
teſtant (tate, and inſtances ſeveral perſons, 
who in a military capacity have fought and 
loſt their hves in the defence of a Proteitant 
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king, and that all Proteſtant nations admit 
Roman Catholics in their armies, who have 
behaved faithfully, and ſome of them even a 
public exerciſe of the Romiſn religion. Be 
it ſo; but ought this to be an inducement to 
this nation, who beyond all other Proteſtant 
nations on earth have ſo ſeverely felt the di- 
abolical rage of thoſe wicked men conſtantly 
conſpiring the ruin of us? Ought we to 
permit the public exerciſe of a religion whoſe 
principles are deſtructive to a Proteſtant 
ſtate? For though a few individuals, what- 
ever their religious principles may be, be- 
have well, and be faithful to the truſt repo- 
ſed in them by a Proteſtant power, as many 
of the Mahometan religion have ſet glorious 
examples, yet no conſiderate man would, 
on account of a few good Mahometans, 
wiſh to fee a permiſſion of the public exer- 
cle of that religion; or on account of a 
few good Roman Catholics, think the Ro- 
maſh religion leſs dangerous; ſeeing where- 
ever that religion hath the power, it re- 
mains/a fundamental principle of it to ex- 
tirpate Hereſy; ſo it may happen when 
they have not the power to diſturb a Prote- 
ſtant ſtate, that the Roman Catholics remain 
quiet, and from ſuch behaviour preſume to 
call themſelves good ſubjects: But let us not 
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be deceived by ſuch pretences, as all thoſe 
who do not play the hypocrite with God 
and man, and of which we in charity ought 
to ſuppoſe, conſiſteth the greateſt number, 
ſuch cannot, acting conſiſtent with their re- 
ligious principles, be true or faithful ſubjects 
in Proteſtant ſtates. 
No man, as the divine author of the chri- 
ſtian religion aſſures us, can ſerve tuo maſ- 
N ters; for either be will hate the one and love 
| the other, or elſe be will hold to the one and de- 
ſpiſe the other. Now every Roman Catholic 
is exactly in the above ſituation : He owes 
ſpiritual allegiance to a foreign power, "the 
Pope of Rome, and acknowledges him as his 
maſter, as the viſible repreſentative of his 
God, as one who is guided, and under the 
immediate influence of the Holy Spirit, fo 
that he cannot err in any of his deciſions or 
commands, and that he is inveſted with an 
authority either to forgive his ſins, and aſ- 
fure him eternal happineſs in another ſtate, 
or to retain his fins, and aſſign him over to 
everlaſting torments and damnation in ano- 
ther ſtate: To this maſter every Roman Ca- 
tholic, from (elf intereſt, will naturally hold 
and adhere to; and as this maſter hath de- 


St. Luke, ch. xvi. ver. 13. 


clared, 
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clared, that all thoſe who do nct profeſs 
every article of faith he profeſſes, are here- 
tics, enemies to God, and in a ſtate of dam- 
nation, and ought to be extirpated ; ſo if 
he iſſues out his commands for that purpoſe 
to his ſubjects, and abſolves them of all their 
engagements or oaths taken to the Proteſtant 
ſtate in which they reſide, they cannot re- 
fuſe to obey ſuch commands, without in- 
curring, according to the belief of the ro- 
miſh faith, eternal damnation. This is the 
principle and hath been the practice of the 
romiſh church, as all hiſtory teſtifyeth. 
Wherefore, though the preſent generation do 
endeavour by their writers to deny this prin- 
ciple, yet we may ſay, * Wo unto you hbypo- 
crites, who ſay, Had we been in the days of our 
fathers, we would not have been partakers with 
them in the blood of the prophets ; ſo ye are wit- 
neſſes to ycurſelves, that ye are the children of 
them who killed the prophets. Fill ye up then the 
meaſure of your fathers. Nay it is utterly im- 
poſſible that an heretical kingdom can hope 
for better uſage than the kings and princes 
of their own communion, who have diſco. 
vered ſuch wicked principles in a chief order 
of their prieſthood ; an order who aſſumed 


St. Mat. ch, xxiii. ver. 30, 31, 32. 
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the name of the order of ſeſus Chriſt, and 
approved and confirmed by the infallible 
head of the church, the Pope: An order 
who had the higheſt honour of being father 
confeiſors, and have had the guidance and 
direction for the ſpace of two hundred years 
of the conſciences of all the kings of thoſe 
kingdoms out of which they are now ba- 
niſhed, 

Let any one judge what muſt be the prin- 
ciples of that religion, where ſuch an order 
of prieſts are arrived to that height of wick- 
ednels, as to hold principles ſo detrimental to 
the welfare of mankind, as that they cannot 
be ſuffered to remain amongſt the people of 
their own communion, but are for ever 


baniſhed and driving about on the watry ele- 


ment, being refuſed admittance fo much as 


to reſt the foles of their feet in any of the 
Pope's dominions. Is it by the aſſiſtance of 
theſe baniſhed miſcreants, that the Roman 
Catholies amongſt us are emboldened to 
claim a public exerciſe of a religion which 
produces fuch parricides as to deſerve ſo 
pubhe and infamous baniſhment. 

Had we not reaſon to expect that my 
lords the biſhops, with their clergy, would 


have exerted themſelves to petition his Ma- 


jeſty that particular and ftrift care might be 
taken 
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taken at all the ſea ports that theſe wicked 
- prieſts, baniſhed out of the nations of their 
own communion, might not ſteal in amongſt 
us, with prayers that a proclamation might 
be iſſued out that all the Jeſuits who are 
lurking here or in Ireland do forthwith de- 
part, and never return on pain of high trea- 
ſon; yet we have had no intimation of any 
ſuch petition being preſented by the church 
powers: They ſeem careleſs and negligent, 
acting as h'relings who care not for the 
flock, but leave them expoſed, and a prey 
to ravenous wolves, whilſt they are contend- 
ing with one another about eſtabliſhments 
and ſubſcriptions to human inventions, 

But it is not from the Jeſuits only that 
our danger ariſes, but likewiſe from thoſe 
other ſwarms of romiſh prieſts who are 
ſuffered to reſide amongſt us; as every pri- 
vate gentleman of the romiſh religion af- 
ſumes the liberty of having a prieſt in his 
houſe, and who appearing in lay habits have 
the better opportunity to rove about the 
country, and ingratiate themſelves by offi- 
cious kindneſſes with the lower kind of peo- 
ple, and when they find any favourable op- 
portunity, ſuch as misfortunes, poverty or 
ſickneſs, and when the mind is moſt ſuſcep- 
tible of-impreſſions, to embrace every offer 
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of aſſiſtance, then do theſe men ſucceed in 
ſeducing and perverting many ignorant Pro- 
teſtants to their religion, and ſo act a part 
among us as much to the detriment of the 
welfare of this nation, as the Jeſuits are ſaid 
to have done in thoſe nations out of which 
they are baniſhed; ſo that the well-being 
and intereſt of the Britiſh dominions ſeem 
equally to require that all the romiſh prieſts, 
of what order or denomination ſoever, as it 
is impoſſible to diſtinguiſh which of them 
are Jeſuits, and as the principles in the main 
are the ſame, their hatred to heretics, and 
ſpringing from the ſame root that the Jeſuits 
do, namely the corrupt antichriſtian church, 
ſhonld as enemies to this ſtate be for ever 
baniſhed, But as we profeſs a religion 
which teaches that every man ought to' en- 
joy the chriſtian liberty of ſerving God ac- 
cording to the dictates of his own con- 
ſcience, and as the romiſh religion is of ſuch 
a nature and compoſition, that its profeſſors 
cannot ſerve God even in private, without 
the aid of a prieſt; it ſeems neceſſary, that 
though the ſtate, conſiſtent with the welfare 
of the people in general, and for the reaſons 
before mentioned, cannot permit a public 
exerciſe of that religion, yet it may, for the 


ſake of our weak brethren, and to avoid all 
impu- 
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imputation of imitating the perſecuting ſpi- 
rit of the romiſh religion, admit ſome prieſts 
of that religion to reſide amongſt us, under 
proper regulation, as that every gentleman 
or lady purpoſing to keep a romiſh prieſt, 
ſhall take out a licence, in which- the name, 
age and order he is of, by way of affidavit, 
to avoid any of the jeſuitical order to creep 
in amongſt us, ſhall be mentioned; and the 
perſons taking out ſuch licence ſhall, with 
another ſurety, enter into recognizance to 
the king, under the penalty of ſome conſi- 
derable ſum, that the prieſt will not, by any 
means whatever, endeavour to ſeduce, turn 
or . pervert any Proteſtant man, woman, 
youth or child to the Romiſh religion, or in 
any other manner practiſe againſt the State, 
nor ſend any children abroad for education; 
and that ſuch recognizance and licence be 
inrolled at the quarter ſeſſions of the county 
where the perſon taking out ſuch licence in- 
habits, and that from the day of its inroll- 
ment both the real and perſonal eſtate of 
ſuch perſons ſhall be bound and take place 
of all mortgages, judgments or other ſecuri- 
ties, however diſtinguiſhed ; and that on 
the conviction of any. licenced prieſt hav- 
ing endeavoured to ſeduce any Proteſtant, 


no further licence be ** to the recog- 
nizee 
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nizee to keep any prieſt: And that ſuch li- 
cenced prieſt ſhall have the education of the 
male children, and proper perſons licenced 
for the education of the females; and that 
ſuch prieſt ſhall be diſtinguiſhed by ſome 
proper habit, and be under the protection of 
the law againſt inſult or ill uſage *. 

Such 


Since the writing of the above, I have met with 
fome effays under the name of Crito, who in his Preface 
to his ſecond volume declares it his opinion, that a pub- 
lic toleration of the romiſh faith ought to be allowed, 
and the refuſing of it is an act of tyranny in the govern- 
ment; and endeavours to ſupport ſuch his opinion, with 
a ſhew of reaſoning, and as founded on chriſtian prin- 
ciples. But though on the principles of chriſtian li- 
berty, every individual hath a right, and ought not to be 
moleſted of ferving the ſupreme Being in ſuch a manner 
as to his underſtanding ſeems the beſt; yet it by no 
means followeth, that every individual hath a right to a 
public toleration of his private religion; eſpecially when 
it fundamentally contradias the eſtabliſhed religion of 
the nations, which declares that all divine worſhip ought 
only to be paid to the ſupreme Being, whereas the ro- 
miſh religion teaches, that divine worſhip ought to be 
paid to other beings beſides God. Now ſhould the go- 
vernment by law allow a public toleration, or profeſſion 
of the romiſh religion, it would by law eſtabliſh or coun- 
tenance idolatry, and put a ſnare and temptation in the 
way of the lower and ignorant, to entice them to ido - 


latry. 

There certainly is a proper and great diſtinction to be 
obſerved between perſecution, and approbation and in- 
dulgence ; and it were to be wiſhed, that the word per- 
ſecution was ſo clearly and preciſely defined, as to meet 
with the general approbation of mankind ; ſeeing perſe- 
cution in its proper and ſtrict ſenſe, ſeems only * 
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Such or any other chriſtian precaution, 
with regard to thoſe romiſh pt̃ieſts who are 
to be licenced, may in ſome meaſure prevent 
the evil of Popery from ſpreading amongſt 


the lower and 1gnorant people, and perhaps 
preſerve to us the light of the reformation, 


unleſs the reformed doctors ſtifle that light, 


cable to ſuch perſons who are puniſhed for their private 
religious opinions, who do not interfere or obſtruct the 
ublic welfare. But if the principles of any religion be 
deſtructive of the eſtabliſhed government, it would be the 
bigheſt folly in the government to tolerate ſuch a reli- 
gion with a public profeſſion, and which is the cafe of 
the romiſh, or elſe it would undoubtedly have met with 
the ſame indulgence other religious ſets do amongſt us, 
had they not, and ſtill do, by the principles of their re- 
ligion, profeſs allegiance to a foreign power; and in con- 
ſequence of ſuch foreign allegiance, contrive the de- 
ſtruction of the Proteſtant religion and government, 
So that all the ſevere penal laws made in queen Eliza- 
beth and king William's reign, were occaſioned by their 
rebellious principles, of — endeavouring to extir- 
pate the Proteſtant religion and government, and in 
which, though they have not ſucceeded, yet by obliging 
us to run into an immenſe national debt, for the ſupport 
of the Proteſtant religion and government, they have 
brought a laſting oppteſſion of taxes, and perhaps utter 
ruin on this nation. No one therefore can, with the leaſt 
ſhadow of juſtice or equity, charge the government with 
a perſecuting ſpirit, in obliging perſons of ſuch principles 
to pay either a double land-tax, or any other tax to- 
wards the ſupport of that government which protects 
them in the enjoyment of their eſtates, though they 
daily endeavour to ſubvert the government, by with- 
drawing the lower kind of people to à foreign alle- 


giance. 
and 


x R BFA OE. 
and prevent its progreſs: For though many 
corrupt branches of the romiſh church have” 
been lopped off, juſt as the preſent Pope 
hath unniched many a ſaint, yer the true 
root of Popery remains in the Proteſtant 
churches, and particularly in ours, and which 
root is dug about, manured and watered, for 
its better thriving, by many eminent doc- 
tors, who cannot bear the thoughts that this 
eld root ſhould decay. And as fome attempts 
have lately been made to dig up a root from 
which ſo much corrupt fruit hath ſprung, it 
hath made our doctors more anxious to pre- 
ſerve it from rotting, ſo that many conſcien- 
tious good men, who have pointed out ſome 
of the corrupt doctrines, have by ſcurrilous 
and ill uſage, given over all further endea- 
vours to forward a reformation, and taken 
leave, under pretence that the times will not 
bear an inquiry after religious truth; and 
others have been ſilenced, and by ſuch means 
the conſcientious part of the clergy are de- 
terred and prevented from engaging in the 
defence of a further reformation. If there- 
fore thoſe who are entruſted by God and 
their country with the care of Chriſt's flock, 
and to ſupport the Reformation, do not only 
moſt ſhamefully neglect this their duty, but 
even maintain the foundation on which all 
the 


* 
— 


the corrupt doctrines 3 in the chriſtian church 
are founded, it is hoped, that without of- 
fence, a private chriſtian (deſirous to free 
the amiable religion of Jeſus Chriſt from 
thoſe corrupt doctrines, introduced by the 
invention of ſelfiſh wicked men, who have 
blended that holy religion with ſuch lies 
and fables, as render 1t a ſcorn to infidels, 
and a ſtumbling block to many good chriſ- 
tians) may point out the chief foundation 
of all the corrupt doctrines ſubſiſting in the 


chriſtian church, under the I pro- 


pieces. 


PROPOSITION 1. 


That a claim in the chriſtian clergy, to 
exerciſe rule or dominion over their bre- 
thren in matters of faith, is contrary to the 
expreſs command of the divine Author of 
that religion, ſubverſive of all true religion, 
and the foundation on which the popes of 
Rome and their prieſts, have built all the 
corrupt doctrines now exiſting in the chriſ- 
tian church, 


PROPOSITION II. 


That the heads, or leading men in the 
Reformation, deviating from the principles 
they 
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they at firſt laid down, as the foundation 
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of the Reformation; namely, that the ſcrip- 
tures ought to be the ſole rule and guide to 
every chriſtian's faith, and returning to the 
antichriſtian principles of the romiſh church, 
in impoſing human inventions and expla- 
nations, as the word of God, obſtructed 
the Reformation, and hitherto prevents its 


progreſs. 


PROPOSITION II. 


That the propheſies relative to the cor- 
ruption of the chriſtian church and the man 
of ſin, or antichriſt, are fulfilled in the ro- 
miſh religion and the popes of Rome. 
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PROPOSITION I 


That a claim in the chriſtian clergy to exerciſe rule or 
dominion over their brethren in matters of faith, 1s 
coutrary to tbe expreſs command of the divine Au- 
thor of that religion, ſubverſive of all true religion, 
and ihe foundation on which the popes of Rome and 
their prieſts, have built all the corrupt defirines 
now exiſting in the chriſtian church. 


UR Lord Jeſus Chriſt having ſeverely repre- 

hended the jewiſh doors, for having by their 
inventions, explanations and traditions, rendered 
the word of God of no effect; and for their arro- 
gant pride i in ſuffering themſelves to be called rabbi, 
or mailers, addreſſes himſelf to his diſciples, who 
were to propagate the chriſtian religion, in = 
WOT 
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| 
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words. Be ye not called rabbi, for one is your maſ- 
ter, even Chriſt, and all ye are brethren. Thus we 
ate aſſured that every chriſtian's maſter in religious 
matters is Chriſt, and that thoſe whom he en- 
truſted with the propagation of the chriſtian reli- 
gion have no authority over our faith, but are to be 
accounted only as our brethren; And when a ftrife 
aroſe among "the diſciples who ſhould be the greateſt 
their Maſler ſaid unto them, +. The kings of the Gen- 
tiles exerciſe lordſhip over them, and they that exerciſe 
authority upon them are called benefattors. I But ſo 
ſhall it ot be ahong you, And on occaſſon of his 
having waſhed their feet, he ſaid unto them, || Know 
ye what I have done unto you? Te call me Maſter 
and Lord, and ye ſay well, for ſo I am. If then I 
your Lord and Maſter have waſhed your fret, ye alſo 
oughtto waſh one anothers feet; for ] have given you 
an example, that ye ſhould do as I have done to you : 
Verily verily I ſay unto you, the ſervant is not greater 
than his lord ;, neither be that is ſent greater than he 
that ſent him. If ye know theſe things, bappy are ye 
if ye do them. Ard happy indeed had it been for 
the chriſtian church, if the chriſtian clergy had ob- 
ſerved the commands and advice of their Lord, 
who intended not that his religion ſhould be found- 
ed on the wicked principles of human dominion, 
but that the obedience to his laws ſhould proceed 
from the conviction of the mind or reaſon, and not 
from a coertiom of temporal force: How therefore 
the chriſtian clergy could even in the earlieſt ages 
of chriſtianity, dilregard the command of- their di- 
vine Maſter, and arrogantly claim a right to exer- 
ciſe dominion over their brethren, is difficult to be 
co::ceived, though highly to be lamented ; ſecing 


St. Mat. xxiii. 8. + St. Luke, xxii. 26, 26. 
4 St. Mark, x. 43. St. John, xiii, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 
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on ſuch an impudent claim have the popes of Rome 
and their prieſts founded the moſt tyrannic king- 
dom that ever exiſted on earth; and the working 
heads of ambitious prieſts introduced more diabo- 
lical miſchief, than perverted religion, in the moſt 
depraved ſtate of mankind, had ever yet effected. 


Thus the aſſumed antichriſtian authority was im - 
mediately productive of two maxims : The firſt, 
that it was a virtue to deceive and lie, when by 
that means the intereſt of the church, that is the 
iatereſt of the prieſts, who call themſelves the 
church, might be promoted; and the other was 
that errors in religion, that is, whatever the prieſts 
would be pleaſed to call errors, when maintained 
and adhered to, after proper admonition, were pu- 
niſhed with civil penalties and temporal tortures, 


Here we have the riſe of the ſpirit of perſecution, 
and the foundation of all the corrupt doctrines 
which have long exiſted, and (till cominue, in the 
Chriſtian church. 


If it ſeems ſtrange, that the clergy could ever 
entertain the hope or confidence to obtrude ſuch 
a claim on their brethren, it ought to be conſi- 
dered, that the chriſtian revelation remained in ma- 
nuſcript for one thouſand five hundred years; and 
being moſtly in the hands of the clergy, they made 
known only ſo much of it as they pleaſed, and 
often impoſed their own inventions, as the word of 
God, Pur it is really ſurprizing, that after the in- 
vention ot printing, when the ſcriptures came into 
the hands of the laity, and the light of the refor- 
mation had opened the eyes of thoſe who were 
blinded by a ſuperſtitious reverence to receive the 
impoſitions of the clergy 12 the word of God, that 
byis vil . now 
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now in this age, a claim to exerciſe dominion over 
their brethren in matters of faith, ſhould be avowed 
in expreſs oppoſition to their Lord's command, ex- 
hibirs a melancholy proof of the extream depravity 
of the human mind, and the great corruption pre- 
vailing in thoſe who are peculiarly obliged, by-their 
ſacred office, to exemplary obedience. For the ſer- 
vants have diveſted their Lord of his dominion 
over his chriſtian ſubjects, and ſubſtiruted themſelves 
in his place, by exacting obedience from their chriſ- 
tian b-ethren'to articles of faith of their own com- 
poſing, explanations of ſcripture of their own in- 
ventions, and require articles to be believed as 
neceſſary to ſalvation, not mentioned to be ſo in 
the ſcripture. This ſame principle prevailed even 
in the apoſtles age, when certain wicked men, of 
the Jewiſh converts, went about to diſturb the peace 
of the heathen converted chriſtians, declaring, that 
unleſs they were circumciſed, and obſerved the law 
of Moſes, they could not be ſaved. But what faith 
St. Paul of ſuch men? * There be ſome that trouble 
ven, and would pervert the goſpel of Chriſt, For do 
I now perſuade men or God? Or do T ſeek to pleaſe 
men? For if I yet pleaſed men, I ſhould not be the 
ſervant of Chriſt, But I certify you, brethren, that 
the goſpel! which is preached of me is not after man, 
neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Je- 
ſus Chriſt. For though we, or an angel from heaven, 
preach any other goſpel unto you than that wwe have 
preacked unto you, let bim be accurſed. As we ſaid 
before, ſo ſay I now again; if any man preach any 
other goſpel unto you than that ye have received, let 
him be accurſed. Now is not every human com- 
ſition, or explanation of any article or point of 
aith, another doctrine or goſpel than what was de- 


e Epiſt Gal. i. 7. 10, 11, 42. 8, 9, 
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livered by the unerring ſpirit of truth; and do not 
thoſe who impoſe ſuch compoſitions and explana- 
tions as articles of faith, pervert the goſpel of 
Chriſt, and exerciſe dominion over the faith of their 
brethren ; and by ſuch means have introduced into 
the chriſtian church all thoſe corrupt doctrines which 


Original to be called in queſtion. 


are a reproach to chriſtianity, and make its divine 


The clergy have, and may write many thou- 


ſand volumes more againſt infidels and deifts, 


but 


they themſelves have been, and are the productive 
cauſe of infidelity and deiſm, by their impoſing hu- 
man inventions and explanations as the word of 
God; and fo long as they continue that wicked 
practice, all they write can be of no ſervice to true 


chriſtianity. - 8 


However that be, an eminent polemic writer 
hath (undoubtedly with a view to promote the 
genuine religion of Chriſt) wrote a large volume 
to prove the great advantage the chriſtian religion 
hath received by the ſervants of it having entered 
into an alliance with the civil powers. If by the 
chriſtian religion the author means the ſcrvants 
of that religion, he is moſt certainly in the right; 


for though the g reateſt part of the clergy are 
us rather meanly provided for, yet to ſome of 


with 
them 


great and mighty advantages have accrued from 
the mentioned alliance, ſuch as lordſhips, pomp, 
pride and wealth; and what is as, or more, plealing, 
a power to lord it over their brethren, and by the 
aid of the civil power have exerciſed all thoſe ty- 
rannic perſecutions mentioned in hiſtory, It is true 
the chriſtian rulers or biſhops, even before the 
above alliance took place, ſhewed ſtrong tendencies 


to a perſecuting ſpirit; but thoſe good men h 
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that time no other power or weapon but words, and 
could only thro curſes at one anothers heads, and 
moſt heartily aſſiz-ned one -another over to the 
devil and eternal damnation, when they differed in 
opinion one from the orher, as to the true ſenſe of 
f:me point of faith in debate betwixt them; each 
party inſiſting their own explanation to be the true 
word of God: But as ſoon as the bleſſed union 
between the clergy and the civil po»er took place, 
the majority of four or five hundred chriſtian 
biſhops, mini q ers of the peaceful religion of Jeſus 
Chriſt, aſſembled in council, preſumed to pre- 
ſcribe and dictate to the chriflian world the form 
and particulars of their faith, and termed all tho'e 
who had the virtue to oppole their explanations and 
inventions from being accepted as the word of God, 
Incorrigible heretics, and delivered them over to be 
puniſhed by the civil power, which ſubverted all 
true relig on, and ſubſtituted in its place hypo- 
criſy and the popiſh religion For the popes of 
Rome and their prieſts perfectly underſtood the ad- 
vantage ariſing to them from an alliance with the 
civil power or tate ; and theſe crafty worldly men, 
dexterouſly improved this alliance to the increaſe 
of their wealth and power, and made uſe of the 
civil magiſtrate as a tool in their hands, to extirpate 
all heretical oppoſers by ſword and fire. Nay, in 
ſhort the civil power is the foundation and ſtrength 
of popery, and every falle religion which owes its 
exiſtence to the aid of that power: For ſhould the 
civil magiſtrates ever open their eyes, and fee how in- 
firumental they have been in the hands of wicked 
prieſts to defiroy their ſubjects, and force their con- 
ſciences; and withdraw their aid; the deluſions, 
witchcraft and faſcinations of popery would vaniſh, 
and reaſon and true religion take its place. 
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But how is it poſſible that true religion can 
exiſt, where the civil power uſes compulſory me- 
thods to force aſſent to particular ſyſtems of human 
compoſition and inventions. Wherefore, that the 
true chriſtian religion, or virtue, truth and real 
piety, ever reccived any advantage or benefit by 
the miniſters of the chriſtian religion's connexion 
with the ſtate or civil power is highly improbable. 
Doth not true religion conſiſt in an inward convic- 
tion of the mind of man, that the point ef doctrine 
propoſed for his aſſent, is truly the will and com- 
mand of God? Does not our Lord Jeſus Chiiſt 
ſuppoſe every man poſſeſſed of ſuch faculties as en- 
ables him to diſtinguiſh and judge whether the doc- 
trine propoſed to him be true or falſe. * He de- 
clared to the Fews, that the doctrine be preached 
was not his, but if bim that ſent bim; and that if 
any man would do bis will, be all know by the dec- 
trine whether it be of God. Zea, and why of your- 
ſelves judge ye net what is rieht? Thus the power 
implanted in man to judge for himſelf in religious 
matters, renders him accountable to God for his 
faith ; and it was the abuſe the Jews made of their 
reaſonable . faculties, in not judging rightly con- 
cerning the doctrine he taught, which drew ſuch 
ſevere reproofs on them for their unbelief. 


Neverthelcſs, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to whom 
all thoughts lay open, and unto whom all judg- 
ment was committed, did not uſe any coercive 
power, or inflict any bodily diſraſe or puniſhment 
to remove the obilinacy of the Jews, or force rhe 
aſſent of their minds to acknowledge the truth of. 
his doctrine : Ought no: the ſervants theretore to be 


* St. John, vii. 16, 17. + St. John, vii. 77. | 
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aſhamed of aſſuming a power which their Maſter and 
his apoſtles avoided, of exerciſing dominion over thoſe 
unto whom the chriſtian religion was preached, 
but left them entirely to their free choice. Aud 
St. Peter adviſes the chriſtian clergy to feed "the flock 
of God among them, taking the overfivht thereof not 
; conſiraint, nor for filthy lucre, but of a ready 

mind; nei ber as being lords over God's beritage, 
but being enſamples to the flock. And St. Pavl faith, 
+ Not that we bave dominion over your faith, but 
are helpers of your joy, for by faith you ſtand. For, 
Tt Who art thou that judgeſt another man's ſervant ? 
To his own maſter be ſtanceth or falleib; yea be ſhall 
be holden up, for God is able to make bim ſtand. 
Let every man be fully perſuaded in his cn mind. 
But why doſt thou judge thy brethren? or why doſt 
thou ſet at naught thy brother * For we ſhall ſtand 
before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt ; ſo then every one 
of us ſhall give an account of himſelf to God. From 
theſe ſcriptural proofs it is indiſputably evident, 
that every man hath an undoubted right to judge 
for himſelf in matters of faith; and that he is ac- 
countable on that head to no power on earth, but 
to God only. Wherefore neither the chriſtian 
clergy, who are his brethren, nor the civil power, 
either jointly or ſeparately, have any legal right to 
exerciſe dominion over his faith: Yet ſo it is, that 
when under the emperor Conſtan ine, the civil 
power became chriſtian, and took the ſervants of 
that religion under its power and protection, the 
latter immediately formed a ſcheme to exerciſe do- 
minion over the faith of their brethren; and hav- 
ing perſuaded the emperor to call a council of 


Ep. of Peter, v. 22. + 2 Ep. to Cor. i. 24. 
1 Ep. to Romans, xiv. 4, 5. 10. 12. 
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prieſts, the majority of thoſe aſſembled in council 
drew up articles of faith, and having fixed to thoſe 
articles their own inventions and explanations, they 
impoſed thoſe articles, with their inventions and ex- 
planations, on their brethren, as the word of God; 
and anathematized or curſed all thoſe under the 
name of heretics, that could not accept. or believe 
ſuch their inventions and explanations: to be the 
word of God: And having now the aid of the 
civil power, they, by baniſhment, corporal puniſh- 
ment, and at laſt. by ſword and fire, filenced all 
heretics, and d-terred the greateſt part of the chril- 
tian world to profeſs, at leaſt with their lips, their 
catholic faith; not daring to examine the truth of 
thoſe doctrines they pretended to believe; but hav- 
ing withdrawn their obedience to their true Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, - and reſigned their underſtandings, are 
led like brute beaſts, at the will of their maſters 
the popes and prieſts, into the belief of every doc- 
trine or invention they are pleaſed to impole : So 
that from the firſt general council held at Nice, 
in Bythinia, when clods of earth took on them- 
ſelves to define the eſſence of their Creator, until 
the laſt council held at Trent, when vile duſt and 
aſhes declared a power in themſelves to turn a 
piece of bre id into God, and with their teeth de- 
vour their god whenever they pleaſe, thoſe men 
have been inſtruments, in the hands of ſatan, to 
pervert the real chriſtian religion; and under that 
name have impudently impoſed another goſpel, not 
preached by our Lord Jeſus Chriit and his apoſtles, 
but of their own inventions; and by their tyran- 
nic and perſecuting ſpirit, have ſhewed themſelves 
to be the genuine offspring of their father the 
devil. Þ He was @ murderer from the beginning, and 


+ St, John, viii. 44. 
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abode not in the truth, becauſe there is no truth in 
him. When he ſpeaketh a lie, be ſpeaketh of bis 
own ; for be is a liar, and the father of it. ＋ And 
evil men and ſeducers ſhall wax worſe and worſe, 
deceiving and being deceived. Þ For the time will 
come when they will not endure ſound doctrine, but 
will turn away their ears from the truth, and ſhall 
be turned unto fables. & And many ſhall follow their 
pernicious ways; by reaſon of whom the way of 
trutb ſhall be evil ſpoken of. || Therefore we ought 
to give the more earneſt beed to the things which 
we bave beard, leſt at any time we ſhould let them 
flip. Which leads to 


+ 2d Timothy, ii, 13, t Timothy, iv. 3, 4. 
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PROPOSITION II. 


That the heads, or leading men in the Reformation, 
deviating from the principles they at firſt laid down 
as the foundation of the Reformation; namely, 
that the ſcriptures ought 10 be the ſole rule and 
guide to every chriftian's faith ,, and returning #0 
the antichriſtian principle of the rom ſh church, 
in imp:fing buman inventions and explanations as 
the word of God, obſtrutted the Reformation, and 
bitherto prevents its progreſs. | 

— corruption of the chriſtian religion, by 

a profane mixture of human inventions and 
explanations of ſuperſtitious and deſigning men, 

was in the fifteenth century arrived to ſuch a 

height, as to be utterly deſtitute of any thing that 

could attract the eſteem of the truly virtuous and 
judicious part of mankind ; and all thoſe who were 
ſtudious ro acquire a juſt notion of the genuine 
principles of chriſtianity, and to model their lives 
and manners after the precepts and example of the 
divine promulgator of that religion, had much dif- 
ficulty in eſcaping. being ſtigmatized as heretics, 

Zuch an enormous perverſion of. true religion was 

Jeplored and lamented by many wiſe and good 

men, who all endeavoured, though in different 

ways, to ſtop the torrent of ſuperſtition, and to 

.eform a corrupt religion. 


But the chief of the clergy, perſuaded that their 
honours, influence and riches, would leſſen in pro- 
portion to the increaſe of knowledge among the 


people, 
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le, and would receive inexpreſſible detriment 
from the downfal of ſuperſtition and falſehood, op- 
poſed with all their might every thing that had che 
remoteſt tendency to a Reformation: But the rapa- 
cious avarice of the popes, who to fill their trea- 
ſury, extended the beneficial trade carried on by 
the rulers of the church, the biſhops, in accepting 
uniary fines for the remiſſion of tranſgreſſions, 
and which by the p pe's fales-men were called in- 
dulgences, or pardons for all the fins a man had, 
or might commit, and to free him from all puniſh- 
ment hereafter ; 1 ſay this public fale of pardons, 
though it had been the practice of every provin- 
cial biſhop, yet now gave high offt nce to ſome of 
the clergy of that communion; and the right of 
that infallible head, for ſelling ſuch pardons, be- 
came-queſtioned ; and one inquiry begetting ano- 
ther, it beca e the foundation of a Reformation; 
though indeed it was begun a century before, by 
our country men doctor Wiecliff, who firmly op- 
poſed moſt of the chief doctrines of the romiſh 
church; but bring perſecuted by the ruling 
powers of England, and baving no one to aid 
him in the forwarding a Reformation, he was un- 
der a neceſſity to drop his defign ; which was 
reaſſumed in the fifteenth century by Luther, Me- 
lancion, Zwingel and Calvin, and others, who be- 
came the chief leaders in the Keformation, and 
who laid its (foundation on the two following 
maxims. | 


Firſt, That there is no more than one ſenſe an- 


nexed to the holy ſcriptures, and that they are in 


all matters eſſential to ſalvation,” ſo plain, and fo 
eaſy to be thoroughly underſtood, that their ſigni- 
fication may be learned by every perſon of com- 
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mon ſenſe, without the aid of an „ AC» 
cording to St. Paul. But what ſaub it? The 
word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy 
heart : "that is the word of faith which we preach, 
that if thou fhalt confeſs with thy mouth the Lord 
Feſus, ard ſbalt believe in thine heart that Ged hath 
raiſed bim from the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. 


And the other is, That chriſtians are accountable 
to God alone for their religious ſentiments, and 
that no individual can be juſtly puniſhed by the 

iſtrate for his erroneous opinions, while he 
conducts ' himſelf like a virtuous and - obedient 


ſubject. 


Such were the maxims and principles of the Re. 
formation, agreeable to chriſtian liberty and the 
reſult of good ſenſe; and had the chief leaders in 
the Reformation continued ſtedfaſtly to adhere to 
thoſe principles, the chriſtian religion would have 
been freed — thoſe corrupt doctrines which pre. 
vents the progreſs of a thorough Reformation, and 
we ſhould ere now have returned to the true chriſs 
tian religion; and they might have ſaid with St. 
Paul, + We are not as many, who corrupt the word 
of God; but as of ſincerity, but as of God, in the 
fight of God ſpeak we in Chriſt. I Having renounced 
the hidden things of diſhoneſty, not walking in crafti- 
n-ſs, nor handling the word of God deceitfully, but by 
the manifeſtation of the truth, commending ourſelves 
to every man's conſcience in the fight of God. | 


But alas! they ſoon deviated from the principles 
by them laid down, and returned to that of the 


* Ppift, to Romans, x. 8, 9. + 2 Ep. Corio. ii. 17, 
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romifh church, in impoſing human inventions and 

lanations on their brethrens conſcience, to be 
believed as the true ſenſe of the word of God. 
Thus Doctor Martin Luther aſſumed to himſelf a 
power to explain how, and in what manner, the 
body and blood of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was pre- 
ſent in the ſ:crament, and how received by the 
communicants; and though his explanation was 
attended with as many — abſurdities as tranſub- 
ſtantiation, and gave great and juſt offence to 
many, yet he perſiſled in impoſing his explanation 
as an article of faith. And in like manner, the 
Princes who ſeparated themſelves from the romiſh 
religion, and embraced the Reformation, retained 
the antichriſtian power of the popes, to exerciſe do- 
minion over their ſubjects in matters of faith: And 
the elector of Saxony, and other princes, em- 
ployed Luther and others of the clergy, in 1529, 
to draw up confeſſions of faith, which produced 
the articles of Torgaw, about ſeventeen in number, 
and out of which the famous confeſſion of Augſ- 
burg was compoſed : and though many conſcien- 
tious men made many objections to the acceptance 
of the above confeſſion, as inconſiſtent with the 
principles of the Reformation, and the expreſs doc- 
trine of the chriftian religion, which in matters of 
faith allows every chriſtian to judge for himſelf ; 
and that the many human inventions and explana- 
tions which abounded in thoſe articles, nearly re- 
ſembled thoſe impoſed by the romiſh church; yet 
the civil power, Auguſtus. eleftor of Saxony inter- 
poſing, aſſembled at Dreſden in 1571, a number 
of Saxon divines, and commanded them to adopt 
his opinion, which was that of Luther, in re- 
lation to the preſence of the real body and blood 
of Jeſus Chriſt in the ſacrament, And as many 
refuſed 


neee feen. 


a. Adv. ren. d _ fe f SS: ©. cf 4 TT. 


MS 
refuſed to receive the above opinion as an article of 
faith, the ſaid elector convened another aſſembly 
of divines in 1574, at Torgaw; and having the 
majority of thoſe aſſembled divines on his ſide, he 
impriſoned and baniſhed all thoſe who differed from 
kim in opinion ; and, by the force of ſecular arms, 


forced many to change their ſentiments to his. 


But as this arbitrary proceeding gave great uneaſi- 


neſs, an agreement was propoſed, to reſtore unity 


and peace to the reformed church ; and accord- 
ingly ſix doctors met at Torgaw, and compoſed a 
form of faith according to their own fancies and 


opinions; which form was reviewed by ſome 


others at Berg, and then publiſhed, under the name 
of a concord, and was to be received as an expla- 
nation, and as a part of the Augſburg confeſſion : 
And in this concord the miniſters of the reformed 


church breathed the ſame perſecuting ſpirit with 


the romiſh, branding with the name of heretics, 
and excluding from the communion of the 
church, all chriſtians of all nations, who would 
not ſubſcribe their belief to the ſyſtem of doctrine 


drawn up by thoſe pragmatical and ſolf- ſufficient 


conceited doctors. Henceforth, inſtead of unity 
and peace, there aroſe the moſt violent conteſt and 
diſſention; and all further reformation was ob - 
ſtructed. and the leaders of the Reformation di- 
vided into two parties, one under Luther, and the 
other under Zuingel and Calvin, and have conti- 
nued ſo to this day, Nevertheleſs, theſe latter men 


-adhere io the ſame wicked principle, of impoſing 


their 0;/inions and explanations as the word of 
God; and not regarding St. Paul's admonition, to 
* avoid. fooliſb queſlions, which gender ſirife, they 
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preſumed to explain the eternal decrees of the ſu- 
| Being, under the names of predeſtination 
and juſtification, with regard to man's eternal ſal- 
vation and damaation. And as thoſe men have 
had the dexterity to engage the civil powers of their 
reſpective ſtates to enact their opinions, as the law 
of that ſtate, it hath confirmed thoſe corrupt doc- 
trines which at preſent ſubſiſt in the reformed chriſ- 
tian religion, and thus prevented all further pro- 
greſs towards a Reformation ; eſpecially as the rul- 
ing powers of the church, though they have en- 
Joyed the advantage of a clearer light and informa- 
tion, continue the ſame averſion to reform, with 
perhaps the fame apprehenſions, that their popiſhr 
brethren entertained, of its diminiſhing their power, 
dignity, and worldly eſtabliſhments ; or elſe it is 
impoſſible but they muſt fee the great detriment the 
chriſtian religion hath, and doth receive, from the 
eſtabliſhing the opinions and explanations of men 
as the word of God. Ah! what an honour would 
it be to this nation, which enjoys more freedom 
and civil literty than any other nation upon earth, 
would the rulers of the Engliſh church employ 
their great talents, learning and abilities, in freeing 
themſelves, and their brethren, from the ſlavery of 
ſubmitting to the arbitrary opinions of other men ; 
a flavery ſo much the more infamous, as it is a 
ſubjection of the mind, and rendering uſeleſs the 
nobleſt faculty of human na: ure.“ Seeing we know 
that the Son of Cid is come, and bath given us an un- 
derftanding, that wwe may know him that is true. 
And as it were deſpiſing that liberty wherewith the 
Son of God hath made us free, in permitting every 
mar to think and j..dze for himſelf, in points of 
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ich, and that in religious matters he is actount-. 


able to no power on earth, but to his heavenly 


Maſter; for every point of faith, which is not the 


reſult of a man's own choice or judgment, may be 
a falſe doctrine; and another man's faith, or opi- 
nion, can with no propriety be ſaid to be mine, un- 
leſs ſuch faith and opinion hath been impartially, 


and without any view to worldly intereſt, examined, 


and after ſuch examination hath the conviction of 
ones own mind. 


It is amazing therefore, that neither the names 
nor number of thoſe ecclefialtical tyrants, who 
drew the thirty nine articles, are with any cer- 
tainty handed down to poſterity, Thoſe men, 
thoughFthey had a right to differ in opinion from 
their forefathers, and the then eſtabliſhed church, 
and moſt juſtly condemned them for having cor- 
rupted the chriſtian religion by their explanations, 
inventions and fictions, yet though they took the 
liberty to change their opinions in many points, 
from the old accuſtomed way of thinking, they 
have, by the aid of the civil power, got their opi- 
nions and fancies enacted into a law, and endea- 


voured to deprive their ſucceſſors from thinking 


and judging for themſelves: Though, whoever 
reads the thirty-nine articles with any attention, 
and | obſerves in what obſcure, unintelligible, un- 
meaning, and pompous expreſſions, many of them 
are cloathed, cannot avoid thinking, that thoſe 
men, who drew thoſe articles, did not underſtand 
them themſelves, much leſs had conſidered the 
many abſurd and unjuſt conſequences they were li- 
able to; however, it had much redowned to their 
integrity and honour, as well as to the eaſe of the 
ſeruples of many a good chriſtian, if they had 
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poiritsd* but in which of the goſpels, or epiſtſes, 
containing the chriſtian revelation, they had found 
the Athanaſian explanation of the Trinity. 
: . 


: 


- When the romiſh clergy are charged with hav- 
ing groſsly corrupted the chriſtian religion, by adul- 
terating the word of God, by their inventions and 
explanations, they refuge themſelves, under the 
retence of their infallible head, the pope, who 
3 under the immediate guidance of the holy 
ſpirit of truth, which prevents his impoſing any er- 
roneous points of faith. 20 


But though thoſe men who drew the thirty-nine 
articles, have not had the confidence to leave any 
declaration that they were under the direction of 
the ſpirit of truth, yet they have had the effron- 
tery to fix their fancies, opinions and explanations, 
to be received as an everlaſting rule, in matters of 
faith, by their ſucceſſors, who are to think and 
believe juſt as thoſe men were pleaſed to preſcribe 
and dictate, under the ſanction of a law, enacted 


by the civil power. 


The hypocritical pretext, in requiring ſubſcrip- 
tions from the miniſters of the chriſtian religion, to 
religious ſyſtems of human inventions and explana- 
tions, is an ardent © zeal for the welfare of 1eli- 
gion, and an anxious concern, leaſt devouring he- 
retics ſhould get footing among the flock of Chrift. 
But though the apoſt les, who were endowed with 
the holy ſpirit, might diſtinguiſh- who were truly 
heretics, yet when the aſſiſtance of the holy ſpiric 
was witl. draun, no man, or body of men, could, 
or can know, who are heretics. This knowledge 
belongs to God alone, -unto whom the thoughts of 

all 
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all men lie open, and their motives, views and de- 
ſigns, in their religious profeſſion, perfectly known; 
yet the ſervants of the chriſtian religion have pre- 
ſumed to take the judgment out of their Maſſer's 
hand, and to be judges themſelves. They would 
not allow their brethren to form their own judgment 
from ſcripture, but aſſured a power to declare what 
ought to be believed by others; and ſtigmatized 
all thoſe who had the courage to place the authority 
of ſcripture above that of men, with the name of 
heretics z and this ſenſeleſs and ſcandalous practice 
of general councils, and ancient fathers is ſtill made 
uſe of, and thoſe mens ſcandals retained to this 
day, But however this be, the method propoſed, 
in requiring ſubſcriptions to keep out heretics, be- 
comes the very means to bring them in; as ſuch 
men may. be ſuppoſed not to have in view the ſer- 
vice of religion, but preferments, attended with 
worldly eſtabliſnments. How much more rational, 
therefore, would it be in thoſe men, who think 
they have the right faith, or are orthodox ig all 
points of faith, not to impoſe their faith, or ortho- 
doxy, on their brethren. But follow St. Paul's 

advice : * Haſt thou faith ? have it to thyſelf b-fore 
Cod. Happy is he that condemneth not himſelf in the 
thing which be alloweth. Let us not therefore 
Judge one another; but judge il is rath:r that no man 
put a flumbling black, or occaſion of falling, in bis 
brothers way. This admonition particularly con- 
cern thoſe who have drawn rules or ſyſtems of faith, 

and infiſt on ROPE ſuch rules by way of ſub- 
e 
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Is not the explanation of the Athanaſian creed a 
flumbling block, or an occaſion of falling, put in 
x brother's way? 


Who can, without ſenſible concern, behold ſuch 
an explanation made uſe of, and impoſed as an ef- 
ſential part of chriſtian faith; and to fee it, by the 
obſtinacy of the church governors, in not properly 
repreſenting it to the civil power, continued as part 
of the public ſervice? To hear an ignorant mul- 
titude repeat, in the preſence of God, and as an 
act of divine worſhip, a human invention, and ex- 
planation of a creed they neither do, nor can un- 
derſtand ; and to be encouraged by their miniſters, 
to pronounce damnation on all thoſe brethren who 
cannot believe the ſaid invention, or explanation, 
to be the word of God, is ſurely as dangerous and 
momentous an error as can exiſt in any chriſtian 


church. 


Do we plume ourſclves on being a reformed 
church, when our public office is a ſeduction to an 
uncharitable perſecuting ſpirit? In what a deteſt- 
able light muſt ſubſcriptions to human inventions 
and explanations, in matters of faith, appear to a 
conſcientious good man? It confirms all falſehood, 
prevents all inquiry after truth, tops all further re- 
formation, and is the chief ſupport of the romiſh 
religion; and which receives additional ſtrength 
from the Jate publications of ſome of our eminent 
Doctors, who have wrote by way of anſwer to the 
Confeſſional, a defence of a right in proteſtant 
churches to require ſubſcriptions to human in- 
ventions and explanations in matters of faith, 
though evidently deſtructive of afl true religion. 

8 But 


38 1 
But * they are thoſe who juſtify themſelves before 
men; but God knoweth their bearts : For that which 
is bighly efteemed among men, is an abomination in the 
fight of God. And thoſe who defend the rotten 
part of the Reformation, human authority in mat- 
ters of chriſtian faith, or human eſtabliſhments, 
would do well to conſider how far their caſe is ſi- 
milar to the reproof of the prophet Ezekiel to the 
Jewiſh falſe prophets. + Becauſe they have ſeduced 
my people, ſaying peace, when there was no peace; 
and one built up a wall, (the alliance of church and 


ſtare, by the grand Orthodoxical Architect) and /o 


others daubed it with untempered mortar : Say unto 
them which daub it with untempered mortar, that it 
ſhall fall. Lo when the wall is fallen, ſhall it not be 
ſaid unto you, Where is th: daubing wherewith ye 
have daubed it? Therefore thus ſaith the Lord, ſo 
will I break down the wall that ye have daubed with 
uniempered mortar, and bring it down to the ground, 


fo that the foundation thereof ſhall be diſcovered, and 


it ſhall fall, Thus will I accompliſh my wrath upon 
the wall, and upon them who baxe daubed it with un- 
tempered mortar, and will ſay unto you, The woll is 
20 more, neither they that daubed it. For fo long as 
the antichriſtian principle of impoſing ſubſcriptions 
to human inventions and explanations, as the word 
of God, and exerciſing dominion over the faith of 
dur brethren, be retained by the clergy of the re- 
— church, they may fill all Europe with vo- 
umes againſt the corruption of the romiſh church; 
yet they in fact juſtify her, and the will, as two 
hundred years experience hath verified, gain, while 
the Reformation loſes ground. Hence the hopes 
and ſtruggle to obtain a public exerciſe of the Ro- 
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miſn religion, and ſo promote a connection with 
thoſe men who build on her foundation. Ah! 
why do thoſe men halt between two opinions, if 
the Romiſh church hath not, by her inventions, 
human explanations and - fictions, - corrupted the 
word of God, and impoſed ſuch her corruptions, as 
articles of faith, on the Chriſtian church, why a ſe- 
paration? and if ſhe hath, why a defence of the 
foundation of all her corruptions, a power in the 
clergy to exerciſe dominion over the conſciences of 
their brethren? May thoſe who act the mongrel 
part, Proteſtants by profeſſion, and Papiſts in prin- 
ciple, reflect on the reproof and advice our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ſent by his ſervant John to the church 
of Laodicea: * I kniw thy works, that thou art 
neither ccld ner hot : I would thou wert coid or bot. 
So then, becauſe thou art lukewarm, neither cold nor 
bot, I will ſpue thee out of my mouth : Becauſe thou 
ſayeſt I am rich, and increaſed in goods, and have need 
of nething : And knoweſt not that thou ort wretched, 
and miſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked, I 
counſel thee to buy of me gold iried in the fire, that 
thou mayeſt be rich, and white raimeni, that thou 
mayeſt be ckathed, and that the ſpame of thy nakeineſs 
ds not appear; and antini thine eyes with eye ſalve, 
that thou mayeſt ſee. As many as I love, I rebuke, 
and chaſten: Be zealous therefore, and repent, , I et 
us therefore return, and continue ſtedfaſt to the firſt 
principles of the Reformation, and good ſenſe, that 
the ſcriptures ought to be the only rule and guide, 
to every man to form his faith ; for as every man 
is to give an account of himſelf before God, ſo on 
the principles of juſtice and equity, -he muſt have 
am indiſputable right to judge for himſ.If in reli- 
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gious matters, or elſe he cannot be accountable for 
himſelf; and the word of God and truth become 
chargeable with a falſehood. This conſideration 
alone is ſufficient to ſhew the falſehood of every pre- 
tence to a ſcriptural right of impoſing other mens 
faith, by way of ſubſcriptions, on their brethren; . 
And if this antichriſt ian claim was only once with- 
drawn, the Chriſtian religion would appear in its 
own native beauty and genuine purity, and approve 
itſelf to every man's underſtanding, as the moſt 
amiable and benevolent religion ever made known 
to mankind. 


Whereas, ſo long as men dare to continue to 
adulterate the word of God, by mixing it with their 
own inventions and explanations, and impoſe ſuch 
as the word of God, it muſt needs happen that of- 
fences will come, ard prove a ſtumbling block, or 
occaſion of falling, in a brother's way : Bot woe to 
thoſe by whom ſuch offences do come, or who con- 
tinue ſuch offences, notwithſtanding the many in- 
treaties to the church governors, that they would 
at leaſt uſe their endeavours to have them removed 
out of the Chriſtian reformed church; which brings 


me to 


D 3. PROP O- 
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PROPOSITION II. 


That the prophecies relative to the corruptions of the 
Chriſtian church and the Man of Sin, or Anti- 
chriſt, are fulfilled in the Romiſh religion and the 


popes of Rome. 


1 AT great corruptions ſhould happen in the 
Chriſtian church, is expreſsly foretold by the 
apoſtles, under the character of the Man of Sin, 
or Antichriſt, and who was to exiſt in the Chriſtian 
church for a long ſpace of time, and introduce a 
religion quite oppoſite to that publiſhed by Jeſus 
Chriſt and his apoſtles. EY 


Now whoever will, with a proper attention, exa- 
mine the Romiſh religion, muſt in truth confeſs, 
that the principles of that religion is the very re- 
verſe of the true Chriſtian religion; and that the 
particulars relating to the ſaid corruption, notwith- 
ſtanding St Paul's advice to the Chriſtian church, 
* Net #2 be as children, toſſed to and fro, and carried 
about with every wind of dofirine, by the flight of 
men and cunning craftineſs, whereby they lay in wait 
zo deceive, is fulfilled in a moſt aſtoniſhing manner: 
For the then ruling or civil power, the emperors 
Philipicus, Bardanus, Leo, and his ſon Conſtan- 
tine, decply affected with the ſharp railleries and ſe- 
rious reproaches, which the ſuperſtitious attachment 
to the worſhip of images, had drawn on the Chriſ- 
tians, from the Jews and Saracens, were deter- 


+ Epiſt, Eph. iv. 14, 
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mined, by the moſt vigorous proceeding, to root 
out at once this growing evil; and for that purpoſe 
iſſued out ſeveral Jaws, eſpecially one in 726, by 
which it was ordered, not only that the worſhip of 
images ſhould be abrogated and relinquiſhed, bur 
that alſo all the images, except that of Chriſt's 
crucifixion, ſhould be removed out of the churches: 
But now it began to appear, that the Man of Sin, 
or Antichriſt, had not only got a footing in the 
Chriſtian church, but had already poſſeſt himſelf of 
a conſiderable authority, having the impudence of 
oppoling ſuch laws as were made for preſerving the 
Chriſtian religion in its purity ; and Gregory the 
firſt and ſecond, popes of Rome, not only inſti- 
gated the prieſts and monks, who had artfully ren- 
dered idolatry, or the worſhip of images, a ſource 
of opulence to their churches and cloilters, to ſtir 
up the frantic enthuſiaſm of an ignorant ſupe-(ti- 
tious people, to regard the emperors on account of 
their having iſſued laws againſt the worſhipping of 
images, as apoſtates, and co conſider themſclvcs as 
freed from the 04th of allegiance, and from all obe- 
dience to their lawful ſovereign. And when pope 
Gregory the firſt obſerved, that the ignorant 
and ſuperſtitious multitude were on his fide, and 
very ardent for the ſupport of idolatry, it embo'. 
dened him to 1ollicit for a repeal of the laws againſt 
image worſhip ; and on a refuſal by the emperor, 
the pope, without heſitation, declared him un- 
worthy of the name and privilege of a Chri ian, 
and thus excommunicated, or excluded him rhe 
communion of the church: And having thus blown 
the trumpet of rebellion, the Romans, and the 
other Iralian provinces that were ſubject to the em- 
peror, liſted under the pope's banner, violated th-ir 
allegiance, roſe in arms, and baniſhed and maſſa- 
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cred all the emperor's Ceputies and officers; fo that 
the violent oppoſition made to the emperor's laws 
againſt idolatry by the popes, divided the chriſtian 
church into two deſperate faftions, and produced 
nothing but mutual inyettives, crimes, and aſſaſſi- 
nations; inſtances of the great corruption which 
already prevailed in the Chriſtian religion, and 
which corruptions were greatly multiplied, when 
the popes, notwithſtanding the utmoſt efforts of the 
emperors, prevailed in their rebellion, and occa- 
ſioned the loſs of the Italian dominians to the em 
perors, together with the heathen idolatrous city of 
Rome, and which became the property of the 


popes of Rome, according to the prophecy, that it 
ſhould be the reſidence of the Man of Sin, or An- 


tichriſt. 


Here then St. Paul's declaration to the Theſſalo- 
nians, and advice to the Colloſſians, is fulfilled, 
Let no man deceive you, by any means: For that 
day ſhall not c:me, except there come a falling away 


f»ft, and that Man of Sin be revealed, the Son of 
Per dition. $5 | 


Now, moſt certainly, there cannot be a greater 
falling away from the Chriſtian religion, than the 
introduction of idolatry. Let no men beguile you 
of your reward, in à voluntary humility, and wor- 
ſhiping of angels; intruding into thoſe things which 
be hath not ſeen, vainly puffed up by bis flyhly mind. 
But not only the worſhip of angels, bur alſo the 
bones of dead men and women are worſhiped and 
prayed to under the name of holy relicks, by the 

Epiſt. to the Theff. ii. 3. : 
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votaries of the Romiſh religion; for pope Adrian, 


in 786, ſummoned a council of his biſhops, at Nice, 
10 Bithinia, where all the imperial laws againſt ido- 
latry were reverſed and. abrogated, the worſhip of 
images reſtored, and fevere puniſhments denounced, 


againſt ſuch as maintained that God was the only 


object of religious adoration. Is not this a ſuffi- 


cient demonſtration. that the Man of Sin reigned in 


the Chriſtian church, with ſovereign ſway, having. 
according to St. Paul's prediction, * Oppoſed and 


exalted himſelf above ail that is called God, or that is 


worſhipped ; ſo that be, as Cod, fitteth in the temple 
of God, ſhawing himſelf that be is God; having or- 
dered divine worſhip to be paid to images, and the 
carcaſes of dead men and women. And pope: 


Leo the tenth publiſhed a bull, or law, command- 
ing the chriſtian world to acknowledge his power; 
of delivering from all puniſhment due to ſin and 
tranfgreſſion of every kind. And pope Innocent 
the third claimed the empire of the whole world: 
In Aſia and Europe he diſpoſed of crowns, with 
the moſt wanton ambition; in Aſia he gave a king 
ro the Armenians; in Europe he conferred the re- 
gality on Primiflaus, duke of Bohemia, and on 
Johannicus, duke of Bulgaria and Walachia, whilſt. 
with his own hand he crowned Peter the fecond 


king of Arragan; and pope Paul the fifth called, 


himſelf the monarch of Chriſtendom, the ſupporter 
of papal omnipotence, and vice- god. Can fuck, 
blaſphemies be uttered by any but Antichriſt, or 
the Man of Sin? T Even him, wheſe coming is af<. 
ter Ihe working of ſatan, with all power, and hne, 
and lying wonders, and with all deceivableneſs. of un- 
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righteouſneſs in them that periſh ; becauſe they re- 
ceived not the love of the truth, that they might be 
ſaved? And for this cauſe God ſhall ſend them ſtrong 
deluſions, that they ſhould believe a lie, that they all 
might be damned who believed not the truth, but bad 
Pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs. 


* And again, the ſpirit ſpeaketh expreſsly, that in 
the latter times ſome ſhall depart from the faith, giv- 
ing beed to ſeducing ſpirits, and doctrines of devils, 
ſpeaking lies in bypocriſy, having their conſciences 
feared with a bot iron, forbidding to marry, and to 
abſtain from meats, Do not the religious orders, 
both of men and women, in the Popiſh commu- 
nion, and their pretended lent, by abſtaining from 
meats, bear witneſs to the above quotation, and 
their pretended miracles and lying wonders ? 


The preſumptive power the prieſts declare in 
themſelves, of turning a piece of bread into God; 
the taking away from the laity the cup in the com- 
munion, contrary 40 the expreſs inſtitution of our 
Saviour; auricular confeſſion, and a power aſſumed 
in the prieſts to forgive fins, penance, extreme unc- 
tion, works of ſupererogation, purgatory, the ex- 
planation of St. Athanaſian's creed, with many 
others, Are they not doctrines founded on falſe- 
hoods, or on human inventions and explanations, 
and fulfilled the prophetic predictions, that the 
Chriſtian church would depart from the true faith, 
and hath given heed to ſeducing ſpirits? And as 
the popes of Rome, in conjunction with their bi- 
ſhops, aſſembled in council, have impoſed all the 
recited doctrines on the Chriſtian church, as the 
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commands of God, ſo have they alſo introduced 
the doctrines of devils, by turning the amiable and 


benevolent religion of ſeſus Chriſt, which breatheth 


peace on earth, and good will towards men, into 
the religion of ſatan, which reaches hatred, wrath, 
ſtrife, animoſity, malice, and perſecution. * Our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt declared, that ke was not come to 
deflroy, but to ſave men's lives. 


But Antichriſt, or the Man of Sin, the popes of 
Rome, and their prieſts, have employed every 
wicked invention and device to deſtroy men's lives; 
namely all thoſe who oppoſe their falſe doctrines, 
and received not the 'mark of the beaſt, and on that 

account were rermed heretics. Thus the council of 
Conſtance aſſembled in 1414, ordered John Huſs, 
and Jerome of Prague, notwithſtanding they had 
the emperor's ſafe conduct, to be burnt alive ; and 
ordered the bones of John Wicklif, which had 
| reſted about fifty years, to be dug up out of his 
grave, and, together with his writings, to be com- 
mitted to the flames, and alſo declared it as an ar- 
ticle of Chriſtian doctrine, that no faith is to be 
kept with heretics. Pope Innocent the third ſoli- 
cited Philip Auguſius, king of France, his nobles, 
and the leading men of that nation, to extirpate all 
whom he thought proper to call heretics ; and ac- 


cordingly ſent Reynard, a Ciſtertian monk, Pierre 


Decaſtelnaw, archdeacon of Maquilon, with Do- 
minic, founder of the order of preachers, as his le- 
gates, or captains, in the ſouth of France, to ex- 
tirpate hereſy, in all its various forms and modifi- 
cations. Theſe ſpiritual champions were diſtin- 
guiſhed by the name of inquiſitors, and had power 
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given them to inflict capital puniſhments on ſuck 
of the heretics who, on account of the corruption 
of the Romiſh church, had ſeparated themſelves 
from her communion, and of which they deſtroyed 
nigh 50,0003 and the popes were fo ſenſible of the 
ſervices of thoſe barbarous men, in having de- 
ſtroyed ſo many thouſands of heretics, that they 
el abliſned miſſionaries of the like nature, in other 
kingdoms and provinces, and ſo became the foun- 
dation of that execrable court, the inquiſition, which 
ſhews what enormous cruelties chriſtian, or rather 
diabolical prieſts, are capable of exerciling ; and 
perſuaded the kings and princes of the earth, par- 
ticularly the emperor Frederic the ſecond, to enact 
the moſt cruel and iniquitous laws, and to com- 
mit to the flames, by the miniſtry of public juſtice, 
all thoſe who are pronounced heretics. Let theſe 
few. inſtances, out of innumerable others, as this 
ſmall treatiſe can admit of no more, ſuffice to ſhew 
how truly and juſtly the prophecy relative to 
the corruption -of the Chriſtian religion, and the 
Man of Sin, or Antichriſt, are fulfilled in the Ro- 
miſh religion. and the popes of Rome: And thus 
proves an undeniable evidence of the truth, and di- 
vinity of the Chriſtian religion. * Wherefore I be- 
ſeech you, brethren, mark them which cauſe diviſions 
and offences, contrary to the dofirine which wwe have 
learned, and avoid them. For they that are ſuch, 
ſerve not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but their own bellies ; 
and by good goris and fair ſpeeches, deceive the bearts 
of the ſimple. F Be not children in underſtanding ; 
bawbeit in malice be ye children, but in underflanding 
be men; and it men of underſtanding, let us not 


® Epiſt, Rom. xvi. 17, 18. 
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remain careleſs and indolent in the cauſe of a fur- 
ther Reformation, by retaining any of the corrupt 
doctrines of the Romiſh religion, but with ſpeed 
and alacrity return to the firſt principles of the Re- 
formation, grounded on the genuine and pure ſpirit 
of the true Chriſtian religion, * in all geodneſs, righ- 
teouſneſs and truth. 


For the dread of Popery ſeems almoſt loſt amongſt 
us; the vileſt tenets of it are openly aſſerted and 
maintained; men are taught to play with oaths, 
and no remedy is applied; thoſe whoſe duty and 
buſineſs it ought to have been, and is, have had, 
and till have, their time and thoughts fo fully en- 
gaged, in ſupporting eccleſiaſtical tyranny, hunting 
after preferments, and inriching themſelves, that 
the great evil of Popery hath been ſuffered to go 
on, and ſtill goes on; it hath been continually in- 
crealing, and daily increaſes, But I hope, at laſt, 
that thoſe entruſted with the adminiſtration, laying 
alide, for a while, their own private quarrels, who 
ſhall plunder moſt an impoveriſhed exhauſted nation, 
will take the alarm of the common enemy, and 
will think their own ſafety, and the fafety of his 
Majeſty, and his people, are highly concerned, to 
remove a miſehief which is levelled at all their and 
our happineſs. If this be not done, any one, with- 
out much {kill in politicks, may ſafely affirm, that 
our preſent eſtabliſhment cannot long ſubſiſt. 


A free government muſt ſubſiſt on the affections 
of the people; and if thoſe affections be perpetually 
debauched, its duration cannot be long. The Ro- 
man catholics, by a public demand for a toleration, 
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give you to underſtand their ſtrength; and what 
uſe will be made we may eaſily judge, by what 
uſe ever hath been made of it. And it is certainly 
well worth the time and thoughts of thoſe in pub. 
lic authority, and of all men who wiſh well to their 
country, their king and themſelves, ſeriouſly to re- 
fle&t upon the dangers which now threaten us, and 
provide againſt the evil before it is too late, and 

ihe miſchief be accompliſhed. 


AN 
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AN 


A D D R E S S 


To the Gentlemen born in this free Nation, 
and who profeſs the Romiſh Religion. 


Gentlemen, 

OU who are born to enjoy religious, as well 

as civil liberty, how can you ſubmit to have 
a religion impoſed on you, founded on the vileſt 
principles of ſlavery ; a religion whoſe chief points 
of doctrine were framed by the ſervants or prieſts 
of that religion, to inveſt themſelves wich ſovereign 
ſway over thoſe who appointed them, to offer up 
public praiſe and thankſgiving to God the father, 
through his ſon Jeſus Chriſt ; and who, by cunning 
deviſed fables, have cheated and defrauded their 
benefactors of their property, and converted the 
Chriſtian religion into a trade and traffic, to enrich 
themſelves? What confidence can be put in a ſet 
of men, whoſe power and riches depend on their 
deceiving you? But you are free men, and many 
of you men of reaſon and ſpirit, 


Awaken your ſpirit, exert your reaſon, and aſ- 
ſert your freedom. You may, in this nation, with- 
out fear of being put into the inquiſition, examine 
the chief points of your religion, and their ten- 
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deney; and you will find them chiefly center in tlie 


benefit of the prieſts. Can you avoid ſuſpecting ye 
ſome unfair practices in a religion, which gives ſuch th 
great and mighty advantages to the prieſts, and en- re 
ſlaves the reſt of mankind to their will and do- ye 
minion? Is ſuch a religion of divine, or of hu- in 
man inſtitution? What think ye? Do not you n 
ſee ſufficient reaſon why your prieſts will not allow Y 
you to think for yourſelves, or permit you to read n 
the ſcriptures, leſt you ſhould diſcover that the re- 0 
ligion they impoſe on you is not the religion - 
preached by Jeſus Chriſt and his apoſtles, but a ſ 
religion of their own compoſing, which hath highly t 
exalted the ſervants above their Lord, and adapted , 


every article of Chriſtian doctrine, to agotandize or 
enrich themſelves ; or elſe it would have been their 
intereſt to have recommended the ſcriptures to your 
ſerious peruſal and examination, as in them are con- 
taĩned the conditions of eternal happineſs; whereas 
their forbidding ycu to read them, ſufficiently proves 
them ſelf condemned; and ſenſible, that even in. 
the manner they have worded, wreſted, and ex- 
plained, ſome ſcripture expreſſions, it will not ſup- 
port many of their moſt gainful and abſurd doc- 
trines, impoſed on you es articles of chriſtian faith. 
For really the powers claimed by your prieſis are 
of ſuch an amazing extenſive nature, that, if true, 
renders all religion uſeleſs, and fixes the future 
eternal happineſs in their diſpoſal, inftead of. God's, 
whoſe name they blaſphemouſly uſe, whilſt they 
virtually exerciſ- his power. I hey grant licence or 
indulgence to commit whatever crimes a man's 
pride, luſt, or tyranny, prompts him to do They 
forgive the moſt notorious and profligate crimes, 
even as one of your prielts, father Tezel, expteſſed 
himfclf, the raviſhing of the mother of Cod. Bur 
you 
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you ought to be well aſſured, that when your fa- 
ther confeſſor pronounces your abſolution, that it is 
really and truly his intention to abſolve you of all 
your fins ; ſeeing the biſhops and prieſts aſſembled 
in council at Trent, ſuppoſe that a prieſt may pro- 
nounce an abſolution in words to his penitent, and 
yet never intend to abſolve him: Thoſe wicked 
men undoubtedly had practiſed ſuch diabolical de- 
ceit, or elſe how could ſuch an accurſed thought 
ever have entered into their heads, that a prieſt, 
ſent for to abſolve a man of his ſins, ſports with 
the poor wretched man's falvation, pronounces 
words of abſolution, but never intended to abſolve 
him, ſo he dies in his fins, and is damned ? 


.. Conſider, oh! conſider, gentlemen, what you 
are about, or adoing, when you put your confi- 
dence in ſuch perfidious men. Had you not better 
apply yourſelves, where only you ought, to God, 
beſeeching him that he would, for the ſake of his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, forgive you all your tranſgreſſions 
and fins? He knows your hearts, and all the ſin- 
cerity of your repentance, which no prieſt can 
know); and conſequently, let his intention be what 
it may, cannot abſolve you: But God, to whom 
your hearts or intentions are known, will not deal 
deceitfully with you, but on your ſincere repentance, 
you may be affired of certain forgiveneſs and ab- 
ſolution. In like manner, is ic not more noble, 
ſure and certain, to addreſs your petitions and 
prayers to God the Father, through Jeſus Chriſt 
the only appointed Mediator and Interceſſor? He 
certainly will hear and accept your prayers and pe- 
titions ; but what certainty have you that thoſe 
unto whom your prieſts direct you to offer up 


your prayers and petitions, are able to hear or in- 
| B terceed 


1 1 
terceed for you? ſeeing our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
faith, that * at the day of judgment be will ſeparate 
the goed from the bad, and aſſign each their proper 
lace; whereſore til} that day no one can tell who 
are ſaints, or who are to be admitted in heaven. 
But ſuppoſing, that notwithſtanding our Lord's ex- 
preſs. declaration, ſome will immediately be ad- 
mitted in heaven on death, yet even then ſuch per- 
ſons could neither know your thoughts nor hear 
your prayers, unleſs endowed with the divine at- 
tributes of omniſcience and omnipreſence, and which 
would render them equal with God ; a notion which 
none but madmen can believe. Beſides, had our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt been commiſſioned by his Fa- 
ther (ſeeing he declared that the doctrine he preached 
was not his, but his Father's) to teach mankind 
that they ſhould addreſs their prayers to any other 
being but his heavenly Father, his God and our 
God, he would have left plain and clear directions 
as to thoſe other beings unto whom we ought to ad- 
dreſs ourſelves. Suppoſe he intended that his mother 
Mary, according tothe fleſh, ſhould after her deceaſc 
have ſupplications and prayers made to her, would he 
and his apoſtles not have left ſome clear directions 
concerning her? Moſt certainly they would; and 
their not having done ſo, is an undeniable proof, 
that we ought to offer up our prayers and ſuppli- 
cations to no other being, according to the expreſs 
command of our Lord Jeſus Chriit, but to God 
only; and that every prayer and ſupplication to 
any other being is ſaperſtitious and groſs idolatry. 
And which brings to mind another chief doctrine 
of your religion, namely Tranſubſtantiation. Sup- 
poſc a prieit waiked with you in a garden, and 


St. Matthew, xv. 31, 3?, 33. 
coming 
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coming to 4 vine ſtopped, and told you that he could 
convert, or tranſubſtantiate that vine into the very 
crucified body of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and its 
branches into the living bodies of che apoſtles; and 
repeating over the vine the words ſpoken by our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt to his apoſtles, * 7 am the vine, 
ye are the branches, inſiſt that the vine is converted 
into the very crucified body of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and its branches into the living bodies of 
the - apoſtles, and that you ſhould fall down and 
worſhip the vine, as your God and Saviour, and 
reverence the branches as the apoſtles, would you 
not conclude that the prieſt was raving mad, and 
haſten him with the utmoſt expedition to Bedlam ? 
Yer what difference is there between this doctrine, 
and your doctrine of the maſs? Only that the 
bread and wafers, after it be converted into God, 
and the very crucified body of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, being kept for ſome time, moulders away, 
ſees corruption, or is eaten by the worms; whereas 
one of the prophetic _ declarations concerning the 
true Meſſiah, whom we believe to be our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, is that even his mortal body ſhould ſee no 
corruption, But your prieſts pretending to turn 
pieces of bread and - wafers into the very crucified 
body of Jeſus Chriſt, and which body viſibly aſcen- 
ded in heaven, and is highly exalted at the right 
hand of his heavenly Father, hath (according to 
your prieſts doctrine) his crucified immortal body 
drawn from heaven, to be enveloped in pieces of 
bread or wafers, that under that form his crucified 
immortal body may ſee corruption. Oh! aſton- 
iſhing abſurdicy, and matchleſs impudence, in your 
prieſts, to perſiſt in this enlightned age, to impoſe 


St. John's Goſpel, xv. 5. 
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2s an article of Chriſtian faith, 4 doctrine which 
ſhocks and fills every conſiderate ſenſible Chriſtian's 
breaft with abhorrence, as it makes a game of, and 
ſports with the erucified body of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ; repreſenting it to be in heaven, and at the 
fame time, under the form of pieces of bread or 
wafers, in a million of different places on earth, that 
jt is eaten, and corrupts, and ſtiſſ remains eternally 
in heaven. But nevertheleſs, at the call of every 
prieſt, on repeating certain words, to come out of 
heaven and enter into pieces of bread or wafers, 
to be ſold under the appellation of the maſs. Con- 
fider, gentlemen, whether human art and imagina- 
tion could have invented a doctrine more abomi- 
nable, blaſphemous and falſe, only to ſupport the 
great importance, pride and gain of your prieſts. 
But it is eternally true, that fuck as is the nature 
of the religion, ſuch will be the nature and tem- 
per of the people; and that their whole integrity 
and virtue, or all their corruptions and bafenels, 
ariſe from that ſingle ſource. W here religion is moſt 
deformed, as religion ever is, when ſupported by 
hes, craft and force; there all examination is mo{t 
ſtrictly forbid and diſcouraged, which is the caſe 
with your religion, in thoſe nations where it is 
profeft. But you, gentlemen, ought to thank 
God, that you are born in a nation where your 
prieſts can exerciſe no authority over you, where 
you may examine with freedom, and pleaſe to re- 
member, that God will expect from you an ac- 
count, according to the light afforded you. Do 
nor verify in yourſelves what our Lot Jeſus Chritt 
faid to the Jews ; And this is the condemnation, that 
Hb is come ino the werd, and men love darkneſs 
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rather than light, becauſe their deeds were evil. For 
every one that doth evil hateth the light, neither com- 
eth to the light, leſt his deeds ſhould be reproved. But 
he that doth the truth cometh to the light, that his 
deeds may be made manifeſt, that they are wrought in 
God. Or what the prophet Jeremiah ſaid to the 
ſame people: Hear new this, O fooliſh people, and 


without underſtanding, which have eyes and ſee not; 


which bave ears and hear not : a wonderful and bor- 
rid thing is committed in the land, The prophets pro- 
pbecy falſely, and the prieſts bear rule by their means, 
and my people love to have it ſo; and what will ye 
do in the end thereof ? Tf To whom ſhall I ſpeak, and 
give warning that they may bear? Behold, their ear 
is uncircumciſed, and they cannot hearken. Bebold, 
the word of the Lord (or the ſcriptures) is to them a 
reproach, and they bave no delight in it. I Ze truſt 


in lying words (or doctrines) that cannot profit. 


* Jeremiah, v. 21, 22, 23. + Jeremiah, vi. 10. 
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